SOUTHERN   MESOPOTAMIA
and those of her ally, France.1 Previous agreements which
Great Britain had with the Arab chiefs were to be unaltered.2
Basra was to be placed under British control3 while Baghdad,
concerning which it was declared that a stable government was
demanded by the very special British interests in the region,4
was to be the subject of future negotiations.5 It was also
stipulated that the prospective Arab state should receive only
British aid and assistance, and should employ, exclusively,
British advisers.6 The Sharif had, at first, protested at the
conditions concerning Iraq, which, he declared, by history
and religion, formed an integral part of Arab territory.7 It
was agreed, however, to leave the final decision to the future,
the British to pay an indemnity for any part of 'Iraq which
they occupied, even temporarily.8
The Sykes-Picot Agreement9 was to regulate future Anglo-
French territorial relations in the eastern Mediterranean and
to govern future British policy in points of conflict arising from
the interpretation of the Husain-McMahon Correspondence
and the Agreement. It confirmed the arrangements made
by the Anglo-Arab correspondence by assigning Basra and
1 Letters, Sir H. McMahon to Sharif Husain, October 24th, December I4th,
1915; also, January 25th, 1916.   The reservation of territory along the eastern
Mediterranean in the interests of France were not recognized by the Sharif, who
agreed, however, to postpone the decision until the end of the war.   Sharif
Husain to Sir H McMahon, January ist, 1915   The claim of an existing secret
treaty giving all of Arab-Asia to Sharif Husain has never been proven. Infra,
p. 177.
2 Letters, Sir H. McMahon to Sharif Husain, October 24th, Section i, Sharif
Husain to Sir H  McMahon, November sth, 1915.
3 Letter, Sir H McMahon to Sharif Husain, October 24th, 1915.
4 Letter, Sir H. McMahon to Sharif Husam, December I4th, 1915.
5 Letter, Sharif Husain to Sir H. McMahon, November 5th, 1915; Sir H.
McMahon to Sharif Husain, January 25th, 1916.
1 Letter, Sir H. McMahon to Sharif Husain, October 24th, 1915.
7 Letter, Sharif Husain to Sir H. McMahon, November 5th, 1915.
8 Ibid., Sir H McMahon to Sharif Husain, January 25th, 1916.
9 The frequent assertion that T. E   Lawrence, 'had much to do with the
Sykes-Picot Agreement* (Main, 'Iraq, p. 58) is scarcely accurate.   The first
intimation received by Sir Henry McMahon, or anyone else in Cairo, of the
agreement seems to have been when Sir Mark Sykes, 'in conversation, producing
a map, remarked, "What do you think of my treaty?",' Hart, H. B. Liddell, T. E.
Lawrence (1934), p. 70. See a&o Leslie, op. cit, pp. 244, 245, 249, 287, 28$,
69